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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend tfhe claims as shown in the following claim 
listing. The claim listing replaces all prior claim versions 
and claim listings in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) Apparatus comprising: 

a modular headliner assembly for a vehicle having a 
side structure and a roof, said headliner assembly comprising: 

i 

a headliner; 

an inflatable vehicle occupant protection device 
inflatable away from the vehicle roof into a position between 
the side structure of the vehicle and a vehicle occupant; 

a fill tube having a portion located in said 
inflatable vehicle occupant protection device; , 

a support device having a portion adapted to clamp 
that clamps around a portion of said fill tube to connect and 
connects said fill tube and said inflatable vehicle occupant 
protection device to said support device; and 

a grab handle having a portion that extends 
extendable through said headliner and into said support 

6 

device, said grab handle being adapted to releasably 

r • i 

interconnect interconnected with said support device, debtee 

to connect said grab handle holding said headliner 

connected with sai^i support device and said grab handle being 
releasable to enable removal of said headliner from said ■-• 
support device and said vehicle occupant restrain t to oai-d 
headliner ; 
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a first connector that connects for connecting said 
support device to the vehicle and initially connects fce 
initially connect said modular headliner assembly to the 
vehicle; and 

a second : connector that extends extendable through 
said support device and said grab handle and fixedly connects 
to fiacodly connect said modular headliner assembly to the 
vehicle. 

2. (Original) ' Apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said first connector comprises a push-in connector and said 
second connector comprises a threaded fastener. 



3. (Original) . Apparatus as recited in claim 2, wherein 
said push-in connector is formed together with said support 
device as a single piece of molded plastic. 



u 
i 



4. (Currently Amended) Apparatus comprising: 

a modular headliner assembly for a vehicle having a 
side structure and a roof, said headliner assem bly comprising: 

, • : " ' ' C 

a headliner; 

an inflatable vehicle occupant protection device* 
inflatable away frfc>m the vehicle roof into a position between 
the side structure "'of the vehicle and a vehicle occupant; 

a fill tube having a portion located in said 

i 

inflatable vehicle 'occupant protection device; i 1 

a support device having a portion adapted to clamp 
around a portion of said fill tube to connect said fill tube 
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and said inflatable, vehicle occupant protection device to said 
support device; and ^ 

a grab handle having a portion extendab le through 
said headliner and ' into said support device, s aid grab handle 
being adapted to releasably interconnect with said support, 

■! 

device to connect said grab handle and said support device to 

said headliner; \ 

a first connector for connecting said support device 
to the vehicle to initially connect said modul ar headliner 
assembly to the vehicle; 

a second connector extendable through said support 
device and said grab handle to fixedly connect said modula-r 
headliner assembly to the vehicle; and 

Apparatus an defined in claim 1, wherein said portion of 
said grab handle comprises an anchor portion insertable into a 
fastener receiving portion of said support device, said anchor 
portion including at least one latch portion that engages said 
support device to connect said grab handle to said support 
device. 

5. (Original)- Apparatus as defined in claim 4, wherein 
said latch portion of said anchor portion extends around a 
dentation extending from a surface of said fastener receiving 
portion, said latch portion including a surface that engages 
said dentation to connect said grab handle to said support 
device. 
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6. ( Previously i Presented) Apparatus as defined in claim 

4 wherein said grab handle has a first end and an opposite 
' • n 1 

second end, . an anchor portion extending from each of said 

first and second ends of said grab handle in a first 

direction, parallel to each other. 



i" 



7. (Original) Apparatus as defined in claim 6, wherein 
said anchor portion extending from said first end of said grab 
handle is insertable into a first support device and said 

anchor portion extending from said second end of said grab 

■ ') 

handle is insertable- into a second support device. 



1 



8. (Previously Presented) Apparatus as defined in claim 
1, wherein said infLatable vehicle occupant protection device 
and said fill tube, when connected to the vehicle, extend 
along an intersection of the side structure of the vehicle and 
the vehicle roof. ' 

9. (Original). Apparatus as defined in claim 1, further 
comprising an inflation fluid source that provides inflation 

fluid for inflating said inflatable vehicle occupant 

«. 7 
protection device. ' ; 

i 

10. (Original) Apparatus as defined in claim 9, wherein 
said inflatable vehicle occupant protection device is an 
inflatable curtain having a stored position extending along 
the side structure adjacent a roof of the vehicle, said 
inflatable curtain being inflated away from the vehicle roof 
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into said position between the side structure of the vehicle 
and a vehicle occupant. 

11. (Original), Apparatus as defined in claim 10, wherein 

I ■ ' 

said inflation fluid source is in fluid communication with 

said fill tube, said inflation fluid source, when actuated, 

providing inflation fluid to said fill tube, said fill tube 

directing said inflation fluid into said inflatable curtain to 

ft 

inflate said inflatable curtain. 

c 

12. (Original) Apparatus as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said inflatable curtain, when inflated, extends along the side 

f.; 

structure of the vehicle between an A pillar and a C pillar of 

i 

the vehicle. 

r 

» 

13. (Original) Apparatus as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said inflatable curtain, when inflated, overlies at least a 
portion of an A pillar, a B pillar and a C pillar of the 
vehicle. 

14. (Original) Apparatus as defined in claim 10, further 
comprising a sensor for sensing a vehicle condition for whUch 
deployment of said inflatable curtain is desired, said sensor 
actuating said inflation fluid source to provide inflation 
fluid to inflate said inflatable curtain. 
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15. (Original) Apparatus as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said inflation fluid source comprises an inflator that is 
actuatable to inflate said inflatable curtain. 

• .< 

16. (Currently '.Amended) An apparatus for helping to 
protect an occupant of a vehicle having a side structure and a 
roof, said apparatus comprising: i .• 

a headliner; 

an inflatable vehicle occupant protection device 
inflatable away from' the vehicle roof into a position between 
the side structure of the vehicle and the vehicle occupant;/ 

a fill tube having a portion located in said 
inflatable vehicle occupant protection device; 

a support device having a portion that clamps around 
a portion of said fill tube; 

a grab handle having a portion adapted to extend 
that extends through said headliner and interconnect 



interconnects with said support device, support device to 



connect said grab handle holding said headlin er connected with 



said support device and said grab handle being releasable to 



enable removal of said headliner from said support device and 



said vehicle occupant restraint oaid headliner, oaid grab 



handle, and paid oupport device with each other ; and 



a fastener extendable that extends through said grab 
handle and said support device to connect and connects said 
grab handle, said support device, said headliner, said fill 
tube, and said inflatable vehicle occupant protection device 
to the vehicle. 
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17. (Currently .Amended) A headliner assembly for a 
vehicle, said headliner assembly comprising: ^ 
a headliner; 

an inflatable side curtain; 

a fill tube for delivering inflation fluid to said 
side curtain; 

a support device having a portion adapted to cla mp 
that clamps around a portion of said fill tube to connect said 



fill tube and said side curtain to said support device; and 
a grab handle having a portion extendable that ; 
extends through said, headliner and into said support device, 



said grab handle being adapted to releasably interconnect 
interconnected with : said support device, device to connect -. 



said grab handle ami holding said headliner connected with ^ 
said support device and said grab handle being releasable to 
enable removal of said headliner from said support device and 



said vehicle occupant restraint to aaid headliner ; 



a first connector that connects for connecting said 
support device to the vehicle and initia lly connects %e 
initially connect said support device, said grab handle, said 
headliner, said fill tube, and said side curtain to the 

vehicle; and ; 

a second 'connector that extends extendable through 
said support device and said grab handle and fixedly connects 
Lu fixedly connect f-|r>aid support device, said grab handle, said 
headliner, said fiLl tube and said side curtain "to the 
vehicle. 
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18. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for a vehicle, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a headliner, an inflatable side curtain, and a grab 
handle assembled together as a module; 

a push-in 'connector for initially connecting said 
module to the vehicle; and 

a threaded connector that extends extendable through 
said grab handle and" fixedly connects to fixedly connect said 
module to the vehicle, said threaded connector and said grab 
handle being removable to release removed such that said 
headliner releases from the vehicle, said push-in connector 
maintaining said side curtain connected to the vehicle. . 

19. (Previously Presented) Apparatus comprising: 

I 

a- modular 'headliner assembly for a vehicle having a 
side structure and a roof, said headliner assembly comprising: 
a headliner; 

an inflatable vehicle occupant protection device ' 
inflatable away from the vehicle roof into a position between 
the side structure of the vehicle and £ke a vehicle occupant; 

a fill tube having a portion located in said 
inflatable vehicle occupant protection device; ' J 

a support ^device having a portion adapted to clamp 
around a portion of' said fill tube to connect said fill tube 
and said inflatable; vehicle occupant protection device to said 
support device; and * 

a grab handle having an anchor portion extendable 
through said headliner and into a fastener receiving portion 



ft 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

Serial No. 10/60^6,257 

of said support device, said anchor portion including at least 
one latch portion that engages said support device to li 

i 

releasably connect said grab handle and said support device to 
said headliner; ■' ■ ; \ 

a first connector for connecting said support device 
to the vehicle to initially connect said modular headliner 
assembly to the vehicle; and 

a second connector extendable through said support 
device and said grab handle to fixedly connect said modular 
headliner assembly ' to the vehicle. 

20. (New) Apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
support device removably clamps to said portion of said fill 
tube. 

21. (New) Apparatus as defined in claim 20, wherein s l aid 
support device includes first and second clamp flanges, said 
first and second clamp flanges being spaced apart in an open 
position allowing removal of said support device from said 
portion of said fill tube, said first and second clamp flanges 
engaging each other in a closed position securing said support 
device to said portion of said fill tube. 

22. (New) Apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
first and second connectors are parallel to each other. 
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